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THE SOUND OF THE CITY

2021 RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS

      

“CLASSIC COUNTRY”

For a FREE brochure call (716) 681-1313 

Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm 

On behalf of the Ramblin’ Lou Family hope that you and your 

Family are, safe & well. We look forward to getting back “On The Road 
Again” with you! Visit WXRL.com for tour updates

STREAMING LIVE AT WXRL.COM

March 17 - Sprague’s Maple Farm/Seneca Allegany Casino

April 26-28 - Lancaster, PA - Amish/Queen Esther

May 11-17 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry

May 19 &20 - Thousand Islands/Boat Ride/Ron & Nancy Onesong

June 3-12 - Black Hills/Mt. Rushmore - South Dakota/Notre Dame

June 18  - NEW - Lucy Tour - LucyDesi Museum/Nat. Comedy Ctr/Lunch

June 21-25 -  Cape Cod/Martha’s Vineyard

July 6-9 - Mackinac Island/Frankenmuth/Casino

July 12 -  NEW - Dolly/Patsy/Loretta - Walters Family Theatre

July 14 - Grand River Luncheon Cruise/Blaz. Fiddles

July 21- NEW - Presley/Perkins/Cash/Lewis - Walters Family Theatre

Aug. 2 - NEW - History of Country Music Show - Walters Ranch/Lunch

Aug. 31 - Sept. 1 - NEW - Skaneateles Cruise-Belhurst Castle

Sept. 8-12 - NEW - Montreal/Quebec 

Sept. 14-16 - NEW - Ohio Amish/2 shows/Antiquing/Flea Mkt

Sept. 28-Oct. 4 -  Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry

Oct. 14-23  - WXRL HAWAII CRUISE   See details below

Nov. 8-1 - Lancaster, PA - Amish/Queen Esther & Christmas Show

Nov. 14 - 21 - NEW - Caribbean Cruise

Nov. 26-30 -   Nashville Country Christmas - Opryland Hotel/Grand Ole Opry

2020 Personal(1040) Federal & State Tax Returns
Expertly Prepared       

E-Filed
Referral Program

Includes 2 W2’s & 2 1099’s

Call: 716-703-3323

1333 Strad Ave #215 N. Ton., NY 14120 (behind Tim Hortons @Erie & NF Blvd.) 
          Open All Year!

Tax Problems? - Don’t Delay! Call us Today!

LEWISTON

IS BACK
REGISTER ONLINE TODAY AT
www.LewPortSports.com

Boys and Girls Age 4-16
Tee Ball – $30

Baseball/Softball – $60
Lewiston recreation is 

committed to following all safety 
guidelines and providing our 

young players with a safe, fun 
outdoor activity this spring!
For up to date information, 

follow our website and 
Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/LewistonBaseball

COACHES AND SPONSORS NEEDED!

EWISTOOONNNNNN
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NT: Dyngus Day parade, 
police reform approved

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Tribune Editor

Plans for North Tonawanda’s 
April 5 Dyngus Day celebration are 
full-speed ahead. 

On Tuesday, Common Council 
members approved a proposal sub-
mitted on behalf of the NT Neigh-
borhood Watch that includes a pa-
rade down Oliver Street, from 11th 
Avenue to 1st Avenue, ending at 
Dom Polski’s.

In a statement posted to the 
North Tonawanda Neighborhood 
Watch Facebook page, Joseph 
Maranca, the group’s chairman, 
thanked the council for its support 
and explained the prevailing notion 
behind the celebration was to help 
support businesses along Oliver 
Street.

“I’d like to thank the North 
Tonawanda Common Council for 
voting in favor of our Dyngus Day 
celebration. We are confi dent in 
this event being a huge success 
and will proudly showcase our 
city’s rich heritage and culture,” 
he said. “We hope that this event 
also showcases the wonderful and 
unique businesses our city has to 
offer and to help them during this 
challenging time of COVID-19. We 
are going to do everything in our 
power to ensure that this event is 
safe for our residents and partici-
pants. In the coming days, we will 
be launching our sign-up sheet for 
those who wish to participate in 
the parade, so please stay tuned.”

The group can be found at www.
facebook.com/groups/nor th-
tonawandaneighborhoodwatch.

Mayor Arthur Pappas and 2nd 
Ward Alderman Frank DiBer-
nardo reminded residents plans 
still hinge on COVID-19 numbers. 
They said that, in a worst-case sce-
nario, the council is looking to cre-
ate a backup plan.

“We still are under a declaration 
of emergency with the state and 
we still have our, every fi ve days, 
reporting to put in with emergen-
cy orders. We’re going to try our 
best, as city offi cials to make sure 
something with this parade works 
out and works out successfully,” 
Pappas said. “We all want it to hap-
pen and we’re certainly going to 
try to abide by any restrictions or 
the there might be involved via the 
state or the health department. But 
we’re looking forward to this. It’s 
something that’s a real good start 
to the opening of spring.”

DiBernardo said, “We are con-
tinuing to have meetings on it. We 
are coming up with, we’ll say the 
COVID-19 version of it, too. But 
right now, everybody involved is 
positive (minded) and there’s no-
body that’s talking about canceling 
this. So, if it’s canceled, it will not 
be our (the council’s) choice.”

NT Police Adopt Reform 
Implementation Plan

The council voted to adopt the 
police department’s implementa-
tion plan per Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s executive order 203, “New 
York State Police Reform And 
Reinvention.” The purpose of the 
collaborative is “to foster trust, 
fairness and legitimacy” within 
communities throughout the state 
and “to address any racial bias and 
disproportionate policing of com-
munities of color.” 

The governor called for state-
wide, municipality-led reforms dur-
ing the nationwide protests against 
police brutality and racial injustice 
that took place last summer follow-

ing the death of George Floyd.
The committee, composed of 

city and police offi cials along with 
members of the community, met 
several times over the past few 
months to address resident’s con-
cerns. Many topics were covered, 
including offi cer accountability, 
deescalation training and crisis in-
tervention, recruitment and selec-
tion of offi cers, and community 
outreach.

In the report’s conclusions, the 
department said it has met the 
standards mandated by the gov-
ernor, and “reviewed the depart-
ment’s current policies and prac-
tices with particular attention paid 
to mental health calls, domestic 
violence and overdose calls.” 

The report continued:
“We now have a team comprised 

of Detective Lieutenant Day, who 
is a certifi ed Mental Health Coun-
selor and/or a Detective from the 
Special Victims/Youth Services 
Bureau following up with each 
mental health crisis, drug over-
dose and domestic violence inci-
dents. The purpose is to follow up 
after a crisis and be able to put ser-
vices in place after the situation has 
calmed down.

“The committee also found that 
there should be additional sup-
port for mental health once an 
individual has become involved in 
the criminal Justice system due to 
their mental health. One way to 
implement this is with the starting 
of Mental Health Court in the City 
of North Tonawanda. This would 
be similar to Drug Court which is 
already in place in North Tonawa-
nda and the Mental Health Court 
would mimic the Mental Health 
Courts that are already in place in 
other municipalities.”

The plan also says offi cers will 
receive additional training in cri-
sis intervention and be “provided 
with additional resources to link 
community members with these 

services.” 
A therapy dog program was also 

added for victims and offi cers to be 
utilized during and after traumatic 
events.

The report indicated an in-
creased effort on community out-
reach. Offi cers will be encouraged 
to continue volunteer efforts in the 
communities they patrol. Efforts 
are being made to make them a 
more familiar, positive presence in 
schools to help foster relationships 
with students. 

“We had a number of people 
from the community who are in-
volved in this and, again, I would 
just like to thank them for their 
time, their effort; everything they 
did to help get this done it was 
quite an endeavor, throughout 
the entire county and I’m sure 
the state,” Police Chief Thomas 
Krantz said. He urged residents to 
reach out if they have any linger-
ing concerns. “Just because the 
reform is done, I would like to say 
to everybody in the community: If 
you do still have concerns, please 
reach out and contact me. You can 
always go to our website, you can 
call me, you can email me and I will 
get back to you and we will address 
your concerns.”

Krantz can be reached at 692-
4325 or tkrantz@ntpolice.com.

Elsewhere at the meeting:
•The board approved The Flow-

er City Sportsman to hold a fi shing 
tournament at Gratwick Riverside 
Park on Saturday, Sept. 25.

•Council President Robert 
Pecoraro asked residents who 
wished to comment during the 
council’s virtual meetings (due to 
COVID-19) to email Clerk Trea-
surer Donna Braun at dbraun@
northtonawanda.org prior to the 
meeting with one’s name and 
phone number. The resident will 
be called during the meeting and 
have a chance to have their ques-
tion/concerned addressed.
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